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Demonstrators protesting the convictions in^he M ^^ ca g° Seven” trial march down Independence Avenue. 

Police Scltlef^MJOvin March 

A boisterous and seemingly 



aimless crowd of 2,000 Chicago 
Seven protesters unexpectedly 
turned a march on police 
headquarters yesterday into a 
circuitous and occasionally vi- 
olent parade along the etire 
lengthh of the MalL 

Upwards of 600 police were 
deployed through the Mall 
area to control the demonstra- 
tors. Several hundred officers, 
l guided by a police observer In 
a helicopter overhead, suc- 
ceeded inoutflanking a march 
tin the direction of the White 
„house and broke the rowd in- 
Hoosmaller groups, 
i There were 112 arrests in all. 
•some of them made after about 
f30 demonstrators ran through 
Jthe Smithsonian’s Museum of 
/History and Technology. No 
| serious injuries were reported. 
• Some windows were broken 
'along the route of the parade, 
'some rocks and bottles were 
1 thrown at police and some 
demonstrators were clubbed. 

5 But, for the most part, the 



demonstration contrasted 
sharply in its lack of confron- 
tation with Thursday’s march 
j>n the Watergate apartments 
in Foggy Bottom. 

The mood of the crowd was 
angry at times and its direc- 
tion during most of the hour- 
long trek from the foot of 
Capitol Hill to the Ellipse was 
undiscernable. There appeared 
to be no real leadership, other 
than a small vanguard of ban- 
ner-waving protestors who at 
times were unable to agree on 
where to go. 

But the crowd remained in 
close ranks during most of 
the entire unscheduled por- 
tion of the parade, from police 
headquarters at 300 Indiana 
Ave. to the Ellipse. 

The loosely organized spon- 
sors, called The Conspiracy, 
bad obtained a permit to 
march only as far as head- 
quarters to protest the Chi- 
cago Seven convictions. 

The crowd estimate of 2,000 





was made by uepuiy twe i 
Owen Davis, head of the police 
special operations division. 
The marchers appeared to pick 
up strength of numbers after 
leaving a 1 p.m. rally at a 
small park at Constitution 
Avenue and 9th Street 
The crowd was predominate- 
ly white and college-age and 
their mood was reflected by 
the almost continuous chant- 
ing of obscenities as they 
passed lines of police and 
spectators. At the start, there 
were a number of middle-aged 
demons Irators but most of 
them did not join the parade 
following the rally at 9th 
Street and Constitution -Ave- 
nue. 

At the rally, the ipnup 
heard a number of speakers 
condemn the conviction 
Thursday of five of the men 
tried in Chicago on charges 
if intent to incite a riot dur- 
ng the 1968 Democratic Na- 
tional Convention. 

Among the speakers was 
attorney William Kunstier, 
whose jail sentence for con- 
tempt was stayed until May. 

Kunstier told the group, 
“There isn’t anything that’s 
going to change anything in 
this country unless the people 
are in the streets.” 



The march to police head- 
quarters began at 3 p.m. when 
the vanguard, hclmeted and 
carrying gas masks, inter- 
rupted speeches parodying 
President Nixon and cabinet 
members and shouted, “Let’s 
go. No more speeches!” 

Winding north on 10th 
Street past the Justice Depart- 
ment and east on Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue to 6th Street, the 
paraders chanted obscenities 
and conspiracy slogans but 
order was maintained by mo- 
torcycle-mounted civil disturb- 
ance unit officers riding along 
the, edge of the route. 

The parade moved north on 
6th Street to Indiana Avenue 
and stopped briefly in front of 
headquarters, at 300 Indiana 
Ave. Dozens of CBU officers 
ringed the front of headquar- 
ters as the demonstrators 
paused and a planned “human 
ring to jail the jail” failed to 
materialize. 

It was at this point, accord- 
ing to the terms of a parade 
permit granted by the District 
government, that the parade 
was to have ended. 

However, the line of march 




A policeman hauls demonstrator aw3y near Monument. 



then moved unexpectedly 
along 3d Street, across Consit- 
tution and Pennsylvania Ave- 
nues and to Independence Av- 
enue, at where it turned west. 
There was no concerted lead- 
ership or direction in evidence 
and the extension of end head- 



quarters apparently i|as not 
planned. 

A few demonstrati 
fact, broke off and wen! 
ferent directions on the 

A small contingent of 
riding scouters and mi 
cles with the inprompi 
rade. 

While a police helici 
hovered overhead repoi 
the direction of the paradi 
latively small CDU dc] 
cropped up at various inte 
tions along Independence 
nue. 

In an attempt to oul 



the parade a conungem or sev- 
eral dozen police sped ahead 
of the demonstrators sand 
formed a shoulder-to-shou der 
line across 14th Street at I ide- 
pendence. 

As the group passed the De- 
partment of Agriculture, i ear- 
ing the police line, a few lem- 
onstrators threw rocks a id a 
bottle at policemen ri ling 
scooters. The incident drei no 
response from the offit irs, 
who immediately left the a ea. 

When the parade reached 
the line, the demonstrat irs 
suddenly broke into a un 
across the Washington Mo iu- 
ment grounds and toward he 
Monument itself. A detail of 
park policemen turhed a id 
ran to the other side of tie, 
Monument and the demonst a- 
tors headed across he 
grounds in the direction of he 
White House. _,- L 





policemen 
»e seen ringing the | 
House and moving the ! 
toward Constitution I 
from the Ellipse, 
lits then establishe 
Constitution from 
Streets, while 
converged on the 1 
the demonstrat 
idependence Avenue 
'.eel of the maneuve 
tvolved about 300 
was to surround _ 
dors on three side 
ion brought a bar 
lets and some 
ties aimed at the 
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groups on 
Street, began 
and splintering in 
groups. 

\t one point police used 
sticks to disperse dem 
ators. That occurred 
100 protestors stationed 
elves on the highes 
of the Monumen 
-ds, calling it “People'! 
When protesters hurle 
at the police, about a 
- officers charged, tac- 
demonstrators and sub- 
some with the sticks, 
veral were arrested. 

At about 4:10 p.m., betwe 
100 and 200 demonstrators 
tered the Museum of Hisi 
and Technology through 
Mall entrance and gu~* 
herded them out the Const! 




the building was e 
several squads of 
cers took up positions 
Scooters were us 
protesters as they 1 
ling the crowd even mo 
By 5 p.m,, the demonstrato 
scattered into a do 
ps, none numbering mor 
100. Shortly after 
march had made a 
circle back to L r Efant 
re, where it started. 

\bout 4:30, Chief WiJ 
de a police broadcast to I 
commanders, 
men all looked 
today.” Deputy 
Watt monitored 
onstration from the 
Center at headq 
or Walter E. Washin 
f there about 5:30. 

Some of the Conspu 
demonstrators later atten 
a community dinner and * 
session” at the Nash Method 
ist Church, Rhode Island Av 
nue and Lincoln Street NE, 

This story was written 
Washington Post staff wu 
er William Clairbome base 
on reports filed by 
writers At f red E. Le 

Valentine, Carl Be ... 
n. B. D. Co ten and Mar- 
' Veil . 
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